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GTF Subcommittee Report & Recommendation – October 2001

by GTF Subcommittee Members Bob Anderson, Lisa Kegley, Al & Robin Lyter, Jay Shapiro and Esther Shelton

The members of the Goose Task Force (GTF) subcommittee have held three meetings over the past month to better understand the latest knowledge of Canada goose behavior and population management, and to formulate ways to apply that knowledge to Greystone Lake.  We now have a better understanding of the principles for managing the goose population in our community and have developed the consensus and recommendations presented below.

Assumptions

· We will continue to seek broad participation by the Greystone Village community in our Greystone LakeWatch committee to ensure the widest range of ideas and the best compromises (commensurate with proven methods of goose population control) for any policy or action that we propose for implementation.  The goal in this is to ensure the broadest possible buy-in for all of our recommendations and actions.

· Managing our geese population will be a multiyear project as we learn what works and what is acceptable to the Greystone community.  We will therefore conduct periodic reviews of the effectiveness of implemented actions and modify our recommendations as necessary.

· It is not our intent to eliminate all geese from Greystone Lake. Our goal is to achieve a viable balance between the number of geese on the lake, preservation of the lake’s ecology and shoreline, and attractiveness of the lake and properties of those who live near by.

· The recommendations below must be implemented starting this Fall and no later than February 2002, when geese will be scouting for good nesting and feeding areas.  Once the geese settle in for the Spring and Summer, they’ll molt (lose their flying feathers) and will be physically unable to leave until the end of Summer.

Recommendations

1. Form a partnership with the non-profit GeesePeace organization and with other Raleigh community groups to plan for a coordinated goose-reduction approach with the broader Raleigh community.

2. Engage with representatives of GeesePeace in the early Spring to learn how to find the nests of resident geese and coat the eggs with vegetable oil for population control. Greystone volunteers will be required to accomplish this task. 

3. Make the area less attractive to geese overall. A critical step in this effort is the reduction of secure feeding areas as much as is reasonable around the lake.  In many places that can be accomplished with — and we recommend — a natural plant buffer. This buffer will vary according to shore conditions and line of sight lake access, with a range of 3-to-5 feet in width and 3 feet in height.. In places where a vegetation buffer can't or won't grow — for example, the concrete drain pans on the east side of the lake — permanent or semi-permanent barriers should be erected to prevent geese from using the pans as ramps to the shore. Lakeside homeowners participation and input will be sought for these solutions. 

4. Where it is not a nuisance, plants such as rushes, sedges and wildflowers would be allowed to grow to their natural height. 

5. Encourage the growth of tall fescue, which is less attractive to the geese than blue grass.

6. Grass must not be cut shorter than 4 inches, and 6 inches is preferable if mowing equipment can accommodate that height. The purpose of this is to prevent the geese from feeding on soft shoots, thus reducing their food supply.

7. Clearly define the areas to be left unmowed around Greystone Lake. During the Fall of this year a group of volunteers will place flags as guides for the grounds maintenance company mowers. This will be done after the alders have been trimmed.

8. Property borders of ground cover such as pachysandra, which are less palatable to geese than lawns, should be promoted for voluntary border planting by lake front property owners.

9. Develop recommendations on the planting of appropriate lakeside “goose barrier” vegetation or the construction of appropriate non-plant barriers by homeowners and submit those recommendations to the Greystone Board for inclusion in the Greystone Association General Guidelines
.

10. If the Greystone LakeWatch Committee’s shoreline protection experiment indicates that shoreline water plants will thrive and add protection to the bank, plant shoreline borders of acceptable water plants to augment restricting access to the shore by the geese.

11. Modify item 11 of the Greystone Association General Guidelines to explicitly state “Do not feed geese.”

12. The GTF and Greystone LakeWatch Committee will develop an education package for distribution to all Greystone Lake-side property owners by mail and/or the Greystone Web site.

Additional Information

· See http://www.geesepeace.org/ for information about GeesePeace.

· The following link provides a comprehensive document on Geese Habitat Modification:  http://www.animalalliance.ca/projects/Landscape.pdf.  Page 29 discusses possible fence alternatives.

· There was discussion about the possibility of replacing the concrete drain pans on the east side of the lake by laying drain pipes on top of the pans, then burying it all.  Doing so would serve two purposes: (1) remove the pans as goose ramps; (2) remove the dips in ground level that impede vehicle and riding-mower access to areas south of the drain pans.  Feasibility and costs need to be studied before we make a firm recommendation on this issue.
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